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LOCAL 652
Ben Frantz,
President

Season's greetings, brothers and sis-
ters. As we close out the year, |
wanted to write to all of you about
how grateful I am to be part of this
Union family. This year in review
has been one of unprecedented chal-
lenges for UAW Local 652; that
said, I am still grateful to be part of
this labor family. One of the biggest
challenges we faced this year was
losing the full use of our valued
Vice President, Lena Wyeth. Lena
has been an invaluable asset not only
to me but to this entire membership,
and losing her capacity early in 2025
has been felt by this President for
sure. Coupled with Lena's return to
material handling, we faced the re-
tirement of our longtime mainte-
nance and front desk man, Jeff.
Though we saw his retirement com-
ing, we understood replacing him
was not an option. Not only because
you can’t replace that kind of institu-
tional knowledge, but also because
we have been planning the extreme
downsizing of our membership
while we remodel our Lansing
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Grand River assembly plant.
Since we learned of our $1.25 bil-
lion investment from the 2023
UAW/GM National Agreement,
we have been planning how to
manage the loss of income and
keep the Union Hall open and
available to the membership.
Brother Matt Schneider and I, as
the only two full-functioning of-
ficers, have understood from the
start that the many tasks assigned
and completed by those who have
returned to the plant and departed
would fall to our shoulders during
this transition period. Planning to
pick up that burden and actually
doing all that work are two entire-
ly different things. For the past six
months, Matt has been excellent
at learning all his new tasks and
keeping this Local on track far
better than I ever expected. Matt
is a true asset to this membership,
and I could not fathom another
person taking on all the added
tasks he has and not being even a
bit more sour about it. For those
who don’t know Matt, your Fi-
nancial Secretary here at Local
652, he came out of the box as a
snarky little pessimist, but as a
worker, second to none, and this
Local is all the better for having
him. As you have read, there has
been a lot happening around the
Local this year, and I can assure
you, this is only scratching the
surface of all the activity. Doing
all the routine maintenance, lawn
care, cleaning, and all of the other
small things that went unnoticed
for so many years, on top of the
jobs we have been elected to do,
has not turned me sour either,
though difficult, understanding it
is necessary to set this Local up
for success, only contributes to
my grateful heart. [ am thankful to
have the team we have, [ am
thankful to have the Local we
have, and most of all, I am grate-
ful to be able to contribute in any
small way, seen and unseen, to the
bright and exciting future of
UAW Local 652. I see 2026 pre-

senting this Local with many more
steep challenges that will demand
even more from us, but I will
leave that to next year. For now, I
want to wish you all the happiness
this time of year brings and peace
to those who face challenges dur-
ing the holidays. I would like to
wish you and yours a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Ben

LOCAL 2256
Amy Castanon,
President

As 2025 winds down to a close, 1
look back with pride in seeing and
appreciating the hard work and
dedication of our rank and file.
The Union Movement is alive and
well, in capable hands with a great
outlook towards the future.

I am particularly proud of our ac-
tive standing committees here at
Local 2256. They serve tirelessly
to benefit our membership and the
Greater Lansing community.
Without my prompting, these
committees are working together
with each other as well as with
their UAW counterparts through-
out the region.

Special thanks go out to our Com-
munity Services Committee for
another year of non-stop activities
supporting many individuals, fam-
ilies, and basically the general
welfare of our community. From
Toys For Tots with Local 4911 to
the National Letter Carriers Asso-
ciation’s Stamp Out Hunger Food
Drive to sponsoring deserving
families in the SIREN Adopt A
Family Program during the holi-
day season with food, clothing and
needed gifts, Co-chairs Bree
Whalen and David Allen have
worked closely with other UAW
Locals, proving there is strength in
solidarity.

Our perpetually powerful Civil
Rights Committee, chaired by
Sonya Bennett and Nicole Bell-
Blair, continues to help our commu-
nity through varied events during
this challenging year for so many
people. Despite any and all negative
messaging regarding DEI and Civil
Rights that we see daily in current
events, our Civil Rights Committee,
through their positive activism con-
tinues to shine a righteous light on
the UAW’s unwavering support for
all marginalized groups. I hope that
everyone saw on the UAW Interna-
tional Facebook and LinkedIn ac-
counts the photo of both the Civil
Rights as well as our Education
Committee volunteers standing be-
fore the Walter Reuther Labor Li-
brary as Sonya and Nicole conduct-
ed research for the upcoming 2026
Black History Month Program,
proudly sponsored in conjunction
with our Lansing area UAW Locals.

2025 also kicked off a renewed
commitment to learning the proud
history of the UAW, our own Local
2256 milestones, and a reassurance
that our Education Committee will
continue to help our entire rank and
file (both seasoned and new hires)
understand the importance of who
we are, how far we have come, and
through continued solidarity create
the most educated unionist work-
force in the UAW. Co-chairs Alan
Harris and Chavae Tower have cre-
ated a new and expanding Labor
History Library at our Hall, have
sponsored with the help of Interna-
tional Regional Representative,
Scott Dedic, a well-attended UAW
101 workshop, and are laying the
groundwork to transform the walls
at our Hall for our Local 2256 histo-
ry to be told through murals. Spe-
cial thanks to President Stephanie
Riley for allowing us to visit Local
598 to admire and learn from the
wonderful Hall murals that honor
their history and created the educa-
tional space that we hope to emu-
late.

Please see Castanon page 2
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The sharing of ideas is alive and
well at Local 2256. We appreciate
how other Locals and UAW leaders
have supported and continue to sup-
port the mission of our committees.

Isn’t Solidarity wonderful! From
our Local to yours, have a great
2026!

Amy

LOCAL 4911
Kim Wheeler,
President

Hello Union Brothers, Sisters, and
Siblings!

UAW Local 4911 continues to
work diligently at the bargaining
table, and both sides remain com-
mitted to negotiating the best pos-
sible contract for our members. At
UMH Sparrow - Lansing, our
members are the backbone of the
organization—the people who
keep it running day in and day out.
Despite working with dedication
and compassion, our members do
not always receive the recognition
they deserve. That is why these
negotiations matter so deeply. [ am
honored to serve as President of
UAW Local 4911 and to represent
our members. We sincerely appre-
ciate the support of our brothers,
sisters, and siblings who choose
UMH Sparrow - Lansing for their
care. Your trust enables us to sup-

port our community every day of
the year—delivering the highest
quality, compassionate care.

Looking back on 2025, the com-
mitment we showed in our work-
place was matched by our com-
mitment to our community. For
the third consecutive year, we par-
ticipated in the BWL Adopt-a-
River program, helping keep our
River Trail and waterways clean.
Our team of volunteers continues
to serve dinner once a month at
the Lansing City Rescue Mission,
and throughout the year we part-
nered with organizations such as
the Greater Lansing Food Bank,
Helping Women Period, the
Mikey23 Foundation, the Humane
Society, Old Newsboys, and Toys
for Tots. These efforts reflect who
we are as a Local: we all give a
little, but together we make a big
difference.

As we enter the holiday season—a
time for family, friends, and re-
flection—we also remember those
who are no longer with us and
hold their memories close. As we
look forward to 2026, I am confi-
dent in our strength and unity as
one UAW family. Thank you for
your continued support, dedica-
tion, and hard work. It is because
of you that our Local remains
strong.

In Solidarity,
Kim

Local 2256

UAW Archivist Gavin Strassel, Jenna Catallo, Alan Harris, Sonya Bennett,

Nicole Bell-Blair, Sarah Higgins and Chavae Tower

LOCAL 602
Mike Huerta,
President

I hope you are all doing well and
have adjusted to wearing extra
layers of clothing, be strong and
remember, the first day of spring
1s March 20th!

November brought our annual
Veterans Day event to local 602.
Veterans Chair Bernadine Ross
and her committee did a great job
putting the event together. The
event had great speakers, good
food and our Brother Sam Warren
was honored during the event.
Congratulation to Sam and thank
you for your years of commitment
to UAW local 602 and for your
service to our country!

The Kids Christmas party was
fantastic. Santa stopped by to visit
with all the kids and even told
them all a Christmas story. The
Grinch stopped by and even
brought his dog with him! A big
thank you to everyone that helped
make the event happen, you all
made a lot of kids (and parents)
very happy!

Retirees Chair Marta Bobillo put
on a wonderful Retiree Christmas
dinner this year. It was a packed
union hall and barely an empty
seat. It is so wonderful to see so
many of our Brother and Sisters
during the holidays. Thank you to
Marta and all of the retirees for
paving the way for all active and
future UAW local 602 members!

Someone once said - “The Joy of
brightening other lives, bearing
each others’ burdens, easing each
other’s loads and supplanting
empty hearts and lives with gener-
ous gifts becomes for us the magic
of the holidays.” Brothers and Sis-
ters of UAW local 602 you outdid
yourselves again. This year we
raised over $18,000 during the
Toys for tots gate collection. Over
350 bikes and helmets were do-
nated and so many toys that it
took two box trucks and two
pickup trucks with trailers multi-
ple trips to deliver all the toys. We
also took in over $17,000 for the
Old Newsboys gate collection.
Our Community Service commit-

tee held a food drive that we were
able to deliver to local food pantry’s
in the area. The Community Service
committee also delivered Thanks-
giving dinners to family’s in need
during the holiday. Thank you local
602 for brightening lives in our
community and help bear the bur-
dens of those in need. Your gener-
osity has helped restore the magic
of the holidays for thousands in our
community. Well done!

Here’s to a season of love, laughter,
and unforgettable memories with
your home being filled with the
warmth of family and friends this
holiday.

In Solidarity,
Mike

LOCAL 652
Lena Wyeth,
Vice President

Hello everyone, I wanted to take a
moment to reach out, say hello,
and simply remind you that I'm
still here as your Vice President.
Most days, however, you’ll find
me in General Assembly on my
tugger, doing the same work and
facing the same challenges as so
many of you active members. I tru-
ly miss my time at the hall and the
chance to connect with our retir-
ees. But, by me working in the
plant full time, I save the hall thou-
sands of dollars each year since
GM covers my pay when I work in
the plant. Also, it’s a reminder of
why our union is as strong as it is:
because of the people on that floor
and because of the retirees who
built it. I’ve learned that some-
times the smallest question can
mean the world to the person ask-
ing it. I can’t tell you how many
times I’ve come close to shutting
down the line just to make sure
someone gets the support they
need. And I never hesitate—your
questions, concerns, and moments
of uncertainty matter. Taking the
time to listen is one of the most
important things I can do. What
matters most is being present.
Standing shoulder-to-shoulder with
my union brothers and sisters eve-
ry single day keeps me grounded.
It reminds me of where I came
from, and it keeps me connected to
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the people I serve. Even as Vice
President—second in leadership—I
want you to know that [ have never
forgotten my roots. I am your
coworker, your fellow union mem-
ber, and your equal. Being out
there with you is not just part of my
job; it’s truly an honor.

I wish each of you a warm, joyful,
and safe Christmas season. I also
want to give a shout out to my Gra-
tiot County retirees and to my
daughter’s Uncle Bob who has been
looking for my articles. Lastly, I
want to wish my favorite retiree, my
dad, Randy Whitaker, a very happy
birthday!

As always, it’s an honor to be your
VP of UAW Local 652. If you ever
need anything, don’t hesitate to call
on me.

In Solidarity,

Lena

LOCAL 602
Rob Randolph,
Rec. Secretary

I want to take a moment to person-
ally thank the members of UAW
Local 602 for building a world-class
vehicle that quite literally protected
me when it mattered most. Recent-
ly, another driver ran a red light,
causing me to total my 2023 Trav-
erse. Remarkably, I walked away
with only minor neck pain — a tes-
tament to the craftsmanship, dedica-
tion, and pride that each of you puts
into the vehicles you build every
single day.

You should all be incredibly proud
of the work you do. The quality,
safety, and integrity that go into
each vehicle built by Local 602
members make a real difference in
people’s lives — not just for the
drivers, but for their families as
well. What could have been a dev-
astating situation instead became a
powerful reminder of the impact of
your skill and commitment to excel-
lence. I also want to extend special
thanks to President Mike Huerta for
his leadership of our local in 2025,
and to Shop Chairman Ryan Eding
for his dedication and service this
year.

As we close out 2025, I want to

wish all of our members a very
happy holiday season. I'm excited
to see what Local 602 accomplish-
es in 2026 and beyond. A heartfelt
thank-you also goes out to our
Shop Committee Representatives,
executive board and Standing
Committees for their tireless ef-
forts and leadership that continue
to make UAW Local 602 the great
local it is today.

In Solidarity,
Rob

LOCAL 652
Matt Schneider,
Fin. Secretary

As I began the brainstorming pro-
cess for this article, I found myself
torn between an upbeat year-end
message and multiple article ideas
addressing the multitude of head-
winds facing organized working-
class Americans. Ultimately, I
decided on a hybrid approach
based on my conundrum: a heart-
felt seasonal message and a couple
of synopses of potential articles to
come.

As this edition of the Labor News
is being mailed, most of us will be
in the middle of the holiday sea-
son. Traditionally, that also
means the giving season. This
giving spirit is no more evident
than in the results of the many acts
of kindness and successful charita-
ble fundraisers by our Lansing-
area UAW members. Though the
full results are currently not in, it’s
clear that Lansing labor is going to

Holz

Pansing Area UAW Locals Wish you a safe and happy
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knock it out of the park once
again for those in unfortunate sit-
uations.

These successful acts of kindness
are only possible because of our
collective efforts, and this collec-
tiveness leads us to our first head-
wind. It has become apparent that
the current environment of hyper-
partisanship and treating govern-
ment like a team sport has no im-
mediate cure. These ideologies
and the process of collectiveness
are generally incompatible. No
matter your believed affiliation to
politics, the data does not lie; the
working class is losing ground
faster than ever before. We are
teetering on the edge of a reborn
Gilded Age. Until there is a solu-
tion to the aforementioned issue
of divisiveness, we must some-
how put those differences aside
and work collectively to grow un-
ion density and diminish the pow-
er of the ultrawealthy.

The topics of collectiveness and
union density bring us to the
UAW elections in the upcoming
year. To succeed and create a fair-
er playing field with corporations
and the ultrawealthy, unions must
hold power. Unions derive
strength from their members.
When a high density of union
members in the American work-
force shares common interests,
that is how we will rebuild the
middle class. Our union leaders
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will need to keep fighting to organ-
ize more workers. They must be
creative in their efforts to educate
members about the importance of
collective action over individualism.
They will need to put aside internal
conflicts and resist temptations aris-
ing from the new direct election
system. With member support,
those leaders will need to continue
refining our membership lists. Most
importantly, they must emphasize
that being a union member is not a
fee-for-service arrangement; it’s
about collective strength made pos-
sible by everyone doing their part.

So, as we ready ourselves for the
headwinds of the new year, please
also take the time to celebrate the
successes of 2025 and enjoy the
magic of this season. Merry Christ-
mas, Happy Holidays, and a Happy
New Year!

LOCAL 4911
Charlene Watson,
Fin. Secretary

Greetings UAW Brothers and Sis-
ters,

It is with a sad heart that [ write
about a piece of American history
that has been demolished and lost
forever. The East Wing of the
White House is now gone. Here is
a brief history of what I have al-
ways thought of as the “First La-
dy’s House.”

In 1902, President Theodore Roo-
sevelt built the East Terrace and
used it as a carriage entrance and
formal guest entrance. Then, in
1942, President Franklin D. Roose-
velt expanded the structure, enclos-
ing the terrace to create the East
Wing, providing space for the
growing federal government and
the First Lady’s staff, as well as
the public entrance to the
“People’s House,” all while con-
cealing an underground bunker.

In the 1970s, First Lady Betty Ford
created the formal Office of the

Please see Watson page 4
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First Lady in the East Wing. Betty
Ford, a proponent of women’s
rights, argued for equal pay for her
female staff and an end to sex-based
discrimination in the East Wing—
reminders that progress in fairness
and equality often mirrors the same
values we in the labor movement
continue to fight for today.

In 1977, First Lady Rosalynn Carter
established the tradition of the East
Wing being used as the First Lady’s
office.

In 2025, the historic East Wing was
demolished as part of a privately
funded project initiated by President
Trump to build a large White House
State Ballroom on the site.

The East Wing has long been con-
sidered a seat of soft power, a place
focused on social events, and it was
visited by millions of tourists each
year.

The initial construction was a prac-
tical build. With World War II rag-
ing, an emergency underground
bunker was created on the spot and
required the East Wing above to
help hide and disguise it. The un-
derground bunker became known as
the Presidential Emergency Opera-
tions Center (PEOC).

During the 9/11 attacks, a number
of key personnel were evacuated to
the PEOC, including Vice President
Dick Cheney, First Lady Laura
Bush, Lynne Cheney, Condoleezza
Rice, Mary Matalin, Lewis
“Scooter” Libby, Joshua Bolten,
Karen Hughes, Stephen Hadley,
David Addington, Secret Service
agents, U.S. Army Major Mike Fen-
zel, and other staff. President
George W. Bush was visiting a
school in Florida at the time. Presi-
dent Trump was also taken there
during protests in his first term.

President George W. Bush used the
East Wing to practice his State of
the Union address in 2004. The East
Wing also housed the President’s
movie theater and was home to
many social events.

As I researched the East Wing dem-
olition, I also discovered that other
structures were removed. The
Jacqueline Kennedy Garden and at
least six historical trees were taken
down, including two magnolias that
had been dedicated to Presidents
Warren G. Harding and Franklin D.

Roosevelt.

Farewell, East Wing. I hope your
wonderful history can live on in
the minds and memories of your
many visitors, in history books,
museums, and even school curric-
ulums. I, for one, feel a great emo-
tional attachment to our White
House and its history, and this in-
cludes the East Wing. It is very
hard to watch such a significant
structure—a piece of our shared
national story—being torn down
and gutted.

The White House belongs to the
American people, and its future
should always involve the voices
of those it represents. The East
Wing served as an important arm
of the White House—a safe envi-
ronment for First Ladies to pursue
their visions, a place where priori-
ties such as caregiving, health, ed-
ucation, women’s equality, and
community-focused initiatives
took shape. This extension of the
White House—the arm so often
dedicated to women’s issues—has
now been severed, cut off without
any anesthetic, prior knowledge,
or consent.

The loss of the East Wing is a stark
reminder of how important it is to
protect the institutions and rights
that support working people, be-
cause once they are gone, rebuilding
them is never simple. History mat-
ters, and so do the people who shape
it.

Please visit whitehousehistory.org,
where you can explore many inter-
esting facts, events, history, and so
much more! Well worth the internet
highway trip!

As a quick reminder to members: If
you’ve recently moved, please make
sure your address is updated with
the Labor & Employment Relations
(HR) department so you don’t miss
important communications from the
company or your union. Retirees:
please call the union hall directly at
517-372-7201 to update your con-
tact information. Staying connected
means staying informed!

Thank you for your time, your trust,
and your continued solidarity
through communication.

Wishing happy holidays and a pros-
perous New Year to all,

In Solidarity,
Char

LOCAL 602
Heather
Schroeder,
Fin. Secretary

The holiday season is a time for
celebration, reflection, and time
spent with the people who matter
most. But for many UAW fami-
lies, it can also bring financial
stress as we try to balance gift-
giving, gatherings, travel, and eve-
ryday expenses.

As your Financial Secretary-
Treasurer, I want to share a few
practical strategies to help you
protect your budget, reduce stress,
and enjoy a more meaningful and
financially confident holiday sea-
son.

1. Set a Realistic Holiday Budg-
et—And Stick to It Before the hol-
iday rush begins, take a few
minutes to write down how much
you can comfortably spend, who
you plan to buy for, and any addi-
tional holiday expenses. A budget
is not a restriction—it's a roadmap
to a stress-free holiday.

2. Use Cash or Debit to Avoid
Seasonal Debt Using cash or debit
keeps spending grounded and
helps prevent high-interest debt in
the New Year. If using credit,
choose the lowest interest card and
plan to pay it off quickly.

3. Take Advantage of Union Re-
sources UAW families support
one another. Many locals offer
holiday support programs such as
food baskets, toy drives, or hard-
ship assistance. If help is needed,
reach out—our union is strongest
when we lift each other up.

4. Shop Smart: Compare Prices
and Avoid Impulse Buys Compare
prices, check coupons, and wait
before making larger purchases.
Small smart decisions add up to
big savings.

5. Give Meaningful Gifts—Not
Expensive Ones Homemade gifts,
photos, or experience-based pre-
sents can be more meaningful than
costly items.

6. Plan Ahead for Next Year Set-
ting aside even a small amount
each month can build a comforta-
ble holiday fund for next year.

7. Take Care of Your Mental and
Emotional Well-Being Financial
stress affects more than the wallet.

Prioritize rest, connection, and sim-
plicity this season.

A Final Message to Our UAW
Families. As UAW members, we
face challenges together and sup-
port one another through every sea-
son. My commitment as your Fi-
nancial Secretary-Treasurer is to
provide guidance and stability year
-round.

Happy Holidays from my family to
yours.

Heather

LOCAL 652
Arlene Pesik
Retiree

What a beautiful fall we had, and
now it’s on to the holidays. Our
Christmas dinner will be held on
December 16th at 12:00 p.m.

Please remember to bring your table
service and a dish to pass. When
going through your mail, be sure not
to throw anything away from the
UAW Retiree Medical Benefits
Trust. The Retiree Committee
would like to extend its condolences
to those members who have lost a
loved one this year.

Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year,

Arlene

LOCAL 602
Marta Bobillo
Retiree

Greetings Sisters and Brothers,
from my family to your family,
with wishes for a Merry Christmas
and a healthy and prosperous New
Year full of health and happiness
and love.

May God watch over us and our
Country.

Reminder, we meet the 1st Mon-
day of the month for Bingo at the
Union hall at 6:00pm for bingo
and the 3rd Wednesday of the
month at 12:00 noon for lunch
meeting and Bingo

Love, Peace and Justice.

Marta
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LOCAL 1753
Laura Clark
Retiree

Seasons, greetings [ hope the best
for you and your family and friends
this Christmas. Just yesterday was
our December meeting. We have
been enjoying meetings and lunch at
World Buffett and Grill on Sagi-
naw. We always meet on the second
Thursday of alternate months. Our
next get together will be February
12th, we eat at noon, meeting at one.
We would like to see you and or
your spouse, no matter what depart-
ment you are from. Ha ha ha!

If you would like to get notifica-
tions, you can put your name on Al
's email list of retirees, thanks, Al.
We appreciate you doing that for us!
mr45and33rpm@aol.com we rely on
him for our updates!

Thank you to everyone for your
help, alerting me when you hear of
obituaries. Hope to see you on the
12th at noon.

Obituaries- Freddie Sue Slocum,
Steven Paul Worthy.

EYEMART
EXXPRESS

OLDSMOBILE
FLORIDA PICNIC

UAW LOCALS 602, 652,
1618, 1753 and LAFCU
HOURLY AND SALARY

Tuesday
February 17, 2026

In Bradenton, Florida
American Legion
Kirby Steward Post
2000 75th Street West
(between Cortez & Manatee Ave)

Register at 11am
Eat at Noon

Meal and plastic tableware
will be provided. For infor-
mation, call Jere Auvenshine
(517) 285-0320

J i’ ¢ FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
exeavonr, rorvox, e NOFEEUNLESS RECOVERY IS MADE

LAW FIRM

EST 1942

Representing injured workers” and their families since 1942.
Practice areas: Workers” Compensation & Social Secuirty Disability

GONTACT US NOW

Phone 517-332-3555
741 North C , Suite 101B

Lansing, M| 48206

ATTENTION

Federal/Lansing Forge Retirees

There is a breakfast every 3rd
Thursday of the month at 9 am at
the Fla Jack Shack 3000 E Grand
River Ave, Lansing, MI 48912
(near Frandor). Come and get to-
gether with old friends.

UAW Region 1D Veterans Council

Veteran Buddy Checks encourage Veterans to connect or recon-
nect with their Veteran friends—just to check in. Buddy Check
Week is October 20-24, 2025. We lose 22 a day to suicide and
your buddy check could make all the difference. Members, check
out our Region 1D Veterans Council FB/Meta page.
https://department.va.gov/veterans-experience/va-veteran-buddy-checks/

Military & Veteran Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255 (TALK) press 1
SD:rsb:opeiu494afl-cio

Welcome GM Employees & Retirees!

See clearly and save.

Over 1,000 insurance plans accepted, now
including VSP.

®* Complete pair of glasses with covered

Benefits include:

Lansing

5020 W Saginaw Hwy
Lansing, M| 48917
517-323-3490

Located next to Los Tres
Amigos

Jackson
1379 Boardman Rd

frames from a large selection including
designer styles

® |ncludes single vision and multifocal
lenses

e Additional pairs of glasses are 30% off

Jackson, Ml 49202
(517) 879-4068

Located in Jackson Crossing
next to Hobby Lobby

@45 .
%#‘r« i:.g F Eye exams available

Evening and Saturday Hours X ey iﬁj&?ggﬁommw
On-Site Labs with Free Same-Day Service @) siaF

Visit us on Iine at eyemartexp ress.com *Eye exams are available by an Independent Doctor of Optometry at or next

to Eyemart Express in most states. Doctors in some states are employed by
Eyemart Express LLC.
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LOCAL 652
Obituaries

John Olson — Son of Gerald “Oly”
Olson — Retiree

Eugene Stevenson — Son of Jane
Stevenson — Retiree

Ronald Smith — Retiree
James Lutman — Retiree
Ronald Miller — Retiree

Evelyn Peterson — Wife of Dale
Peterson — Retiree, Mother of Jerry
“Dough Boy” Peterson — Retiree

LOCAL 602
Obituaries

Leo Zuker — Retired

Jo Sibley — Retired

Larry G. Soule - Retired
Guy R. Jenkins - Retired
Kenneth E. Neeley - Retired
Anthony Wood - Retired
William A. Hicks - Retired
Brian J. Post - Retired

Paul J. Johnson - Retired
Robert J. Cotter Jr. - Retired
Gary T. Hampton - Retired
Michael C. Douget - Retired
John K. Alexander - Retired

Stanley L. Pifer, Retired — Brother
of Steve Pifer, Retired, Uncle of
Tim Carter, Active, Son of Leslie
Pifer, deceased, Grandson of Wil-
liam Stradtner, Retired, deceased,
all members of UAW Local 602.

Elizabeth Alder - Retired

Jean Keilholtz — Mother of Scott
Keilholtz , Active

Jo Sibley — Retired, Spouse of
Gene Sibley

Barbara Werner — Spouse of Gary
Werner, Retired

Price, Gary R - Retired
Leroy D Tennant- Retired

David Vannest — Retired, Father of
Alice Vannest, Retired and spouse
of Mary Tanto

Juan Centeno — Retired
Barry L. Christiansen - Retired

Julie Rasmussen — Mother of John
Rasmussen

Dell Brokaw — Father of Elizabeth
Brokaw

Larry D Morrison — Retired
Reida Williams - Retired

Dwain “Bud” Hilliard — Father of
Steven Hilliard, Active

Donald L. Loomis — Retired

Alton “Al” Curtis Simpson — Fa-
ther of Herb Simpson, Active

Floyd Townsend Jr.- Retired
William W. Mehlke - Retired
William M. Moran - Retired
Lee M. Zuker - Retired
Reinhold Bloch - Retired
Andrew Salas - Retired

Derrick F. Briggs - Retired

Jeverson Kelley — Father of
Kellyce Kelly, Active

Ezell Goodman — Retired, Spouse
of Sami Goodman, Retired

Terry “Sabu” Brunk — Brother of
Paulina Rodriguez, Active

Timothy P. Ward — Retired

Margaret Julia Parker — Mother of
Michael Parker, Active

Ricardo Sanchez - Retired

Charles Hale — Father of Thomas
Hale, Active

Roy D. Lee Jr. — Retired
Bruce Pettinger Retired
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Remember to look after each other over the holidays

We all know the holidays are supposed to be magical—full of
warmth, laughter, and those picture-perfect moments. And sure, for
some people, they really are. But let's be honest: for a lot of us, this
time of year can feel pretty heavy. The truth is, the holidays can be
tough, and pretending otherwise doesn't help anyone.

Maybe you're missing someone who's no longer at the table. Maybe
money's tight and the pressure to buy gifts is stressing you out. May-
be your family gatherings are... complicated. Or maybe you're just
exhausted from trying to keep up with everything while putting on a
brave face. Whatever it is, you're not alone in feeling this way—
even if it sometimes seems like everyone else has it all figured out.

That's exactly why we need to look out for each other right now. If
someone you care about seems off—maybe they're quieter than usu-
al, more irritable, or just not themselves—don't brush it off. Those
little changes can mean they're struggling. And honestly? Sometimes
all it takes is asking, "Hey, are you really okay?" and actually wait-
ing for the answer. That kind of genuine attention can mean more
than you realize.

You don't need to have perfect advice or fix everything. Most of the
time, people just need to know someone sees them and cares. Listen
without trying to solve. Let them know their feelings make sense.
Remind them they're not alone. Even small gestures—inviting some-
one over, helping with errands, or just sending a "thinking of you"
text—can be a lifeline.

And while you're checking on others, don't forget about yourself.
Taking care of your own mental health isn't selfish—it's necessary.
Say no when you need to. Take breaks. Stick to your routines when
everything feels chaotic. And if things feel like too much, reaching
out for professional help is one of the bravest things you can do.

Here's the thing: the holidays don't have to be flawless to matter.
When we're willing to admit this season can be hard and show each
other a little grace, we make room for real connection. So keep your
eyes open. Check in. Listen. Be kind. Because nobody should feel
alone or invisible during a time that's meant to bring us closer to-
gether.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS !!
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

YOUR LEADERSHIP TEAM AT UAW LOCAL 652

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT
BEN FRANTZ LENA WYETH

FINANCIAL SECRETARY RECORDING SECRETARY

MATTHEW SCHNEIDER SCOTT R. LOUNDS
A AVANCEZ UNIT CHAIRPERSON
- DOUG ELDERS
i RYDER UNIT CHAIRPERSON
b MIKE LUNA i,

GM UNIT CHAIRPERSON
MATT BOWEN

? Eoeal 7924's * W‘5h1n3

Imalgamated everyone
Units

wish gou Happy Holiday's a Safe

and a prospgrous Negw year ’

®.71.T. - Bridgewater Intgriors - Pakkota an C[ hap py

Pelta Pental - Piamondaleg Nursing Center
Pr. Pepper/Snapple ~ Huntsman - IMPCO . ~. J
JIl €urgst - Jlols [sGR ~ Team Solutions ho [] C[a‘y )

Rirechhoff dutomotivg - R&SPC

Woodbridge lsansing '
derving the mgmbership sincg 1940 Seas On ° '
450 Clarg ot. lansing M| 48917 H ‘
517-482-T577 - . \

www.uawlocal724.org
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Region 1D Veterans Council
asks you to

SAVE THE DATE

215t Annual John Grimes - UAW Staff Council -
VFW National Home - Veterans Golf Fundraiser
June 5-7, 2026
Black Lake Golf Club, Onaway, MI

Contact your local leadership to organize your own team and
to request support for our nation's veterans. Local union,
personal, and corporate donations are all gratefully accepted.

For your donation to this worthy cause, you can claim a charitable contribution to the
Staff Council Charity Fund FID#83-4519748 on your income tax.
Checks payable to: Staff Council Charity Fund
Mail to: UAW Region 1D, 1010 River Street, Lansing MI 48912

rsb:opeiu494afl-cio

ATTENTION:
UAW Local 4911 Retiree Chapter #881

2026 Union Meeting dates

Wednesday, February 18t — 3:00pm
Wednesday, April 22nd — 3:00pm
Wednesday, June 24 — 3:00pm
Wednesday, October 28™ — 3:00pm
VEBA/HRT Updates - TBD

Meetings located at:
UAW Local 4911, 1010 River St. Lansing, M| 48912

“You're welcome to wear a mask & practice social distancing®

We need your email address!

Updates & special events will be communicated via
email. Contact our office with your email and
whenever you have changes to your address or
phone. 517-372-7201 x10 or info@uawlocal4911.org

www uawlocal4911.org

% Oldsmobile Outdoor Club — Winterfest 2026 #*

Winterfest 2026 - The Tradition Continues in Grayling with a Date Change

We're excited to invite everyone back to Grayling for another year of Winterfest fun! This year’s event will take place February 13-14,
2026, at the Ramada Grayling Hotel & Conference Center. Join us for ice fishing, raffles, family games, and more. The weekend brings
free hot dogs and chili, plus evening fun with swimming, games, raffles, and bingo. It’s the perfect winter getaway for families and
friends — come celebrate the season with us! All prizes and games will end on Saturday evening

OLDSMOBILE OUTDOOR CLUﬁ

Attentlon Date Change'
February 13 & 14 only

Ramada Grayling Hotel
& Conference Center

A
Raffles 7

Bingo
Swlmmlng >
Ice Fishing

Games for all ages

Reserve your room today!
Call the hotel directly to book your ac dations.
Questions? Email: oldsmobileoutdoorclub@gmail.com

Board members:

President Matt Bowen, Vice President Jill Bowen, Treasurer Mike Boedeker, Secretary Tim O’Bryant, Quartermaster Tim Schaefer, Larry
Glick, Mark Moubray, Ken Ralston, Mike Green, Cathy Bennett, Tiffany Moubray-Salas, Matt Schneider, Tommy Walker, Rollin Green, Don
Lambie, Dave Spooner, Judy Spooner, John Stevens, Fred Gettle, Laura Gettle, Ben Frantz, Steve Delaney, Mike Bokovoy, Lena Wyeth,

Meet the dedicated board members making Winterfest possible!

Want to join or have questions: Email: oldsmobileoutdoorclub@gmail.com

On November 11, 2025, R.E. Olds Transportation Museum (REOTM) opened its newest permanent exhibit entitled “Soldiers of Production: Lansing
and the Arsenal of Democracy.” This event commemorated the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II and highlights the efforts and sacrifices of
Greater Lansing’s automobile industries and workers at Oldsmobile, Motor Wheel, REO Motors, and many others, who endeavored to supply the equip-
ment for Allied victory in Europe and the Pacific. The exhibit was made possible through the support of the R. E. Olds Foundation, William and Linda
Demmer, and the Weber Group. We also wish to thank our event sponsor, LAFCU. More information on upcoming events, how to become a member, vol-
unteer, or purchasing a car raffle ticket can be found on our website (www.reoldsmuseum.org/).
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The Lansing area UAW Locals continue to show support to the area communities. Our
UAW members give of their time, money, and hearts to help those in need.

) Y1 NS ~
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Onege again gour gengrosily has proven outstanding. €ach gear al this timg we
havg a few opportunitigs 1o giveg back 1o the communily.
This year, you have gxegeded all past records |

Collgeted during the Bikes and helmels along with o large Coligetgd during the gate eoligetion
Toys Jor Tots galg collgetion amount of toys weng collgeted for the Old Ngwsboys campaign
daring the Toygs for Tols campaign
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Go
Vertical!

Whether you're looking to build credit,
get cash back, receive a low rate, or
gain rewards, LAFCU has a credit card
to fit your needs.’

With the newest addition of the Secured
Credit Card, it can offer a valuable
opportunity to build or rebuild credit by
requiring a security deposit, providing
peace of mind and financial flexibility.

Add your card to your digital wallet

to make check out a breeze and setup
alerts with LAFCU Card Control to keep
your money safe.

Secured Signature " Rewards

Credit 1.5% Cash Points on Low Fixed
Builder Back Purchases Rate

Visit lafcu.com/creditcards

l//A Fcu *Membership is required. 1% foreign transaction fee where applicable.
£ Certain terms, conditions and exclusions apply.

ENY YOUR CREDIT UNION FOR LIFE mmm

lafcu.com | 517.622.6600 Federally Insured by NCUA NMLS ID 562117 n




